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the Crimea and of the Volga Tartars, the Bunat-Mongohan,
the Mordvmian and the Yakut Yet again, inside these
republics there are twenty or so " autonomous regions "
and " national areas," like those of the Jews in Biro-Byan,
of the primitive Chukots in the far north-east and the
Oirots who live at the foot of the Altai mountains
The existence of autonomous regions enables these
small groups of people to have their own language in
schools, theatres and public places, their own national
customs and officials of their own race Where these
" national minorities " (as they are called) form a compact
group in a particular locality, but too small to be an " auto-
nomous region " on its own, the national group ma>, if it
wishes, form a national district and have its own local soviet
In all there are several thousand " national Soviets " of this
type in various parts of the USSR
When the Russian Republic was first formed, a Con-
stitution or " Fundamental Law " was drawn up laying
down the way in which Soviets were elected, the powers and
duties of various public bodies and other similar matters
Later the other Soviet Republics modelled themselves on
this Constitution It was adopted in 1918 when the civil
war was just beginning, and several features of it reflect
the period of acute social struggle from which it arose, at
a time when the new Soviet Republic was battling for its
existence In 1936, in the last year but one of the Second
Five Year Plan, a new Constitution was drawn up It was
drafted by a special commission under the chairmanship of
Stalin whence it is sometimes referred to as the Stalin
Constitution Certain important changes were introduced
as compared with the Constitution of 1918 or with that of
the newly-founded Union in 1923
This 1936 Constitution began by stating that <l the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is a socialist State of
workers and peasants " (Article i) *c The economic founda-
tion of the USSR consists of a socialist economic system
and social ownership of the tools and means of production "
(Article 4) " Socialist property takes either the form of